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21 and 27 MARCH 2017

Note from the Chair of FEMM Committee

Dear readers,
The next two FEMM Committee meetings will take place respectively on Tuesday 21 and
Monday 27 March 2017. The first meeting will host a workshop on the Istanbul Convention to
share experiences on data collection on violence against women, in order to engage Member
States to develop disaggregated statistical data on all forms of violence covered by the
Convention. Different concerned parties will participate to share with us their experience. The
FEMM committee will also have an exchange of views with Ms Laurence Rossignol, French
Minister for Families, Children and Women's Rights in view of sharing the different measures

taken by the French government namely to combat sexism and violence against women.
In the meantime, from 20 to 24 March, a FEMM mission of 8 Members will travel to NY (USA) in order to attend the 61th session of
the UN Commission on the Status of Women (UNCSW), whose main theme this year is “Women’s economic empowerment in the
changing world of work”.
On the afternoon of 27 March, the FEMM Committee will table a question for oral answer to the Council about the elaboration of
the EU position in the CSW. On the same topic, it will also have an exchange of views with Ms Chidri King, Director of the Equality
Department of the ITUC.
Furthermore, there will be a hearing on the EU accession to the Istanbul Convention with several experts in violence against
women, held jointly by the LIBE and FEMM committees in order to feed the work on the EP interim report on the topic.
Later on, the EU Anti-Trafficking Coordinator, Ms Myria Vassiliadou, will present the last report on preventing and combating
trafficking in human beings and protecting its victims.
Finally, the FEMM Committee will then consider the draft opinion on women’s conditions in prisons around Europe, in order to call
on the Member States to look for their specific needs as detainees.
Stay with us and follow our meetings via the !Webstream
Vilija Blinkevičiūtė

WORKSHOP

Workshop on the Grassroots of the Istanbul Convention: experiences shared on
collection of data on violence against women.

The Istanbul Convention is a legally binding instrument on preventing and combating violence
against women at international level. The Convention contains measures to prevent violence
against women and girls, protect its victims and punish perpetrators.
The Convention calls on its parties to collect disaggregated relevant statistical data on cases
concerning all forms of violence covered by the Convention. In order to know how data is
collected at Members States’ level, the Policy Department has invited: a German and a Belgian
police officers to share with us the experiences with accompanying the victims of gender based
violence (GBV) and domestic violence; an EIGE representative, given that EIGE runs a project
on GBV data collection; and a member of GREVIO, the monitoring body of the Council of
Europe Convention.

http://www.newsgate.ep.parl.union.eu/newsgate/ipol/resource/static/images/new_committee_banners/2016_directorate_c_femm_newsletter_v01.png
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/
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Visit of Laurence Rossignol, French Minister for Families, Children and Women

Ms Laurence Rossignol, French Minister for Families, Children and Women's Rights, will attend the
FEMM Committee meeting for an exchange of views on 21 March. The topics will include, among
others, the French policies to combat sexism in media and advertising, the French national
campaign on sexual harassment on public transportation, sexual and reproductive health and rights,
as well as the UN Commission on the Status of Women.

FEMM Committee Mission to the 61st UNCSW in New York

From 20 to 24 March a FEMM delegation will participate in the 61st session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women. The
priority theme of the 61th session will be “Women’s economic empowerment in the changing world of work”. The programme of the
delegation will include a meeting with Mr António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations. The European Parliament will
also organise a side- event on 22 March on “European Parliament as a partner in the economic empowerment of women”.
Speakers in the event will include MEPs and the Permanent Representative of the Republic of Malta to the UN, followed by a
debate with other delegates.

LIBE-FEMM hearing on "The EU accession to the Council of Europe Convention on
preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence”

 
On the afternoon of 27 March 2017, a joint public hearing will be held on the EU accession to the Istanbul
Convention. Key speakers will include Ms Sahiba Gafarova, General rapporteur on violence against women of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe; Ms Elisabeth Moiron-Braud, Interministerial Mission on the
protection of Women from violence and fight against trafficking in Human beings, France; Ms Gun Heimer,
Swedish National Centre for Knowledge on Men's Violence against Women (NCK), Uppsala University, Sweden;

 
Ms Maria Miguel Sierra, Director of , expert for Belgium in the Observatory on ViolenceLa Voix des femmes
Against Women - European Women’s Lobby; Ms Corazza Bildt and Ms Revault D'allonnes Bonnefoy, EP co-
rapporteurs on the file. The outcome of the hearing will contribute to the interim report to be drafted jointly by
the two Committees. 
 
 

Recommendation to Council about the UN Commission on the Status of Women
(UN CSW) - Adoption of a question for oral answer

The FEMM Committee will adopt an oral question to the Council, inquiring about how the recommendation of the Parliament on the
EU priorities for the 61st session of the CSW has been taken into account when preparing the EU position and with regard to the
achieved results of the CSW negotiations. The European Parliament adopted in February a recommendation to the Council on the
EU priorities for the 61st session of the CSW, co-rapporteurs being Ms Constance Le Grip and Ms Maria Arena, presenting the
main areas of importance for the Parliament for the session.

Trafficking in human beings in the European Union

Ms Myria Vassiliadou, EU Anti-Trafficking Coordinator, will present the latest report on preventing and combating trafficking in
human beings and protecting its victims during the FEMM Committee meeting of 27 March. The report responds to the
requirements of the anti-trafficking Directive and aims to effectively promote its objectives. This will be an opportunity for an
exchange of views with the Members on the current situation of trafficking in human beings in the EU.
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The outcome of the 61th meeting of the UNCSW: Women’s economic
empowerment

Ms Chidri King, Director of the Equality Department of the ITUC and Deputy Member of the UN High-Level Panel (HLP) on Women’
s Economic Empowerment; will have an exchange of views with the members of FEMM Committee on 27 March. The experience
of Ms King at the HLP will bring the Committee valuable insights on the outcome of the meeting.

Draft opinion on prisons' systems and conditions

Rapporteur: Barbara Matera (EPP)

The draft opinion, whose draftsperson is Ms Barbara Matera (EPP), identifies the specific conditions of
imprisoned women such as being the sole carers of young children, pregnancy in prison,
overrepresentation of mental illnesses and forms of violence or degrading practices they are subjected to.
It calls on the Member States to improve conditions for women in prison by taking into account their
specific needs.

The next FEMM committee meeting:

Tuesday 11 April 2017, 15.00 - 18.30
Wednesday, 12 April 2017, 9.00 - 12.30

Brussels

Contact the editor - FEMM secretariat: femm-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

 

 

 


